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A Final Farewell... 

 It’s been a long four years. I’ve grown a lot, 

and I’ve learned a lot, and I’ve done a lot, but looking 

back, the thing I’m most proud of is this paper. 

 When I first took over, I had no idea what I 

was doing. I had this paper, and there were these peo-

ple, and I was supposed to do stuff with it. Okay. Mrs. 

Sturtz patiently walked me through the process, and I 

think she deserves applause for how painful that first 

issue was. In case you didn’t get this before, I had no 

clue what I was doing. 

 But I figured it out. And I decided that before I 

left this school, I had to somehow find a way to make 

the paper better. I’m proud to say that I believe I have. 

 As editor, I’ve spent hours editing articles, 

writing my own articles - even trying my hand at field 

reporting, scrounging up pictures, staying after school 

to work on layout (which takes more time than one 

would think) or to work with other students on their 

articles, not to mention meetings. And I would spent a 

stupid amount of time trying to come up with new ide-

as. I actually proposed getting t-shirts to my staff at 

the beginning of this year, but that particular idea was 

vetoed, to my disappointment. 

Something that I’m especially proud of, and it 

may sound stupid, is that people are actually starting 

to realize a school newspaper exists. When I first 

joined, something that didn’t make sense to me, and 

something that I absolutely hated to hear, was “Wait… 

We have a newspaper?” 

So I made that my goal. Nobody in Miller 

Place would graduate without knowing about the 

newspaper. I’m not sure if I accomplished that (though 

I certainly talk about it enough) but I’m satisfied with 

what I have accomplished. 

I set up a physical distribution system for our 

digital paper. Namely, either Mrs. Sturz or I would run 

about fifty photocopies, leave some in the senior 

lounge, some in the guidance office, some in the main 

office, and I made a box filled with the rest that we 

left in the library near the magazines. I continued to 

staple the newspaper to the bulletin in the main hall-

way and to the bulletin in the cafeteria, and I made a 

banner for the one in the cafeteria, to make it clear 

what all these papers were supposed to be. 

This one was actually Mrs. Sturtz’s idea, but in 

my three years as editor, I started making the Potty 

Press, a means of advertising each new issue. I would 

make a paper with highlights from our issue and post 

it to the inside door of bathroom stalls. This was sur-

prisingly popular. 

I also pushed for years to establish platforms 

on social media. In March, we were finally given per-

mission to make an Instagram (@krobnews), which 

has been very successful. We had 282 followers, last I 

checked, and 92 posts. Both numbers increase almost 

every day. 

 Mrs. Sturtz deserves much more credit than 

she gets. She’s the other unnamed editor-in-chief. I 
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 June 23rd, 2016. Citizens of the United King-

dom vote 52% - 48% in favor of leaving the European 

Union. Polls just before Brexit occurred had disclosed 

that it might happen, but that it likely wouldn’t. 

November 8th, 2016. Citizens of the United 

States elect Republican candidate Donald Trump as 

president over Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton 

with 57% of the electoral vote. Polls just before the 

U.S. election had put Donald Trump behind Hillary 

Clinton by at least four points, with him losing key 

battleground states. 

May 7th, 2017. Citizens of France select cen-

trist Emmanuel Macron of the En Marche! movement 

as president over far-right nationalist of the National 

Front, Marine Le Pen. Polls in France had showed a 

similar situation with Le Pen behind, but she did not 

emerge victorious as the other two movements did. Le 

Pen conceded to Macron early, having earned only 

about 35% of the popular vote. 

Many French citizens were skeptical and even fright-

ened by Le Pen’s robust stance on issues such as Euro-

scepticism and immigration. If elected, Le Pen would 

have briskly thrust France out of the European Union, 

abandoned the shared euro currency, and let in far few-

er immigrants. Some voted for Macron not because 

they were fond of him or his positions, but simply to 

avoid the radical policies that likely would have been 

enacted by Le Pen. However, Le Pen gained substan-

tial traction in terms of votes since her last presidential 

bid in 2012. She re-

ceived 18% of the 

popular vote in the 

first round of voting 

five years ago as 

compared to 21% in 

the first round this 

time and almost 35% 

in the second round. 

That means over ten 

million French peo-

ple voted Le Pen on 

May 7. However, Le 

Pen achieved a ma-

jority of votes in on-

ly two of 104 departments (states), each time with only 

52%. Macron’s largest margin of victory in a depart-

ment (Paris) was 90% to Le Pen’s 10%. 

Macron, who won the election overall carrying 

roughly 66% of the popular vote, is described as some-

one who favors neither the right or left and will enact 

policies similar to that of his predecessor, former pres-

ident François Hollande of the Socialist Party. Macron 

had distanced himself from the Socialist Party in 2016 

and created a new movement called En Marche! 

(Forward), which is essentially non-partisan and ap-

peals to a wider group of people across the political 

spectrum. Macron intends to strengthen France’s in-

volvement in the EU, and also proposes to decrease the 

corporate tax rate in France from 33% to 25% in order 

to stimulate economic growth in a country with an un-

employment rate of 10%. He also supports the reduc-

tion of fossil fuel usage by France, as outlined in the 

Paris Climate Accord. Macron will be the youngest 

president of France, at age 39. As many people around 

the world are watching France embroiled in high un-

employment and recent tragic events, they hope that 

President Macron will be able to restore confidence in 

France’s people and international tourists’ confidence 

in the safety of traveling to attractions such as the Eif-

fel Tower or the Louvre. 

France’s Popular New President 

Top left: British Prime Minister Theresa May, at the fore-
front of the Brexit movement. Top right: U.S. President 

Donald Trump with supporter “Diamond” Lynette Harda-
way at a campaign rally. Bottom left: Far-right French 

presidential candidate Marine Le Pen. Bottom right: Newly 
elected president of France, Emmanuel Macron. 



want to thank her for always being there, and for al-

ways being supportive and encouraging and for letting 

me run wild. She’s an underappreciated pillar of the 

newspaper - without her, there would have been no 

paper for me to inherit, let alone one for me to pass 

on. If there was a different advisor, I’m not sure I 

could have done as much with the paper as I did. 

She’s been a solid support system for me for the past 

four years, even beyond the newspaper. Whenever I 

needed someone to turn to, I went to her. 

 Although I’m sad to go, I’m ready to leave. I 

think I’ve grown all that I can in this school. I’m go-

ing to miss a lot of things about Miller Place High 

School, but one of the things I’m going to miss the 

most is the K.R.O.B. newspaper. I can’t imagine my 

life without it. 

But the paper isn’t mine anymore. I’m leaving. 

 My fellow writers. Thank you for allowing me 

the privilege of being your editor. I’m passing it on to 

you now. I’ve seen so much growth in so many of 

you, and I’m sad that I won’t be there to see how far 

you go, or how far you take the paper. Because I trust 

that you will go far. I added bricks to the walls of the 

foundation. Now it’s your turn. Build a castle. I be-

lieve in you. 

After a little over two decades, the FDA (U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration) has approved the sec-

ond drug in history to treat ALS, a progressive neuro-

degenerative disease. This new drug is called Radi-

cava, also known as Edaravone, which according to 

the FDA is supposedly effective in the treatment of 

ALS symptoms. This new drug can extend life expec-

tancy in most cases, showing significant results other 

treatments have not shown yet. 

According to the FDA, based on tests conduct-

ed in Japan on victims of ALS, those who received 

this new drug experienced a lesser decline in their 

level of daily functioning, leading to a gradual life 

expectancy increase. As of now, an official complete 

cure is still unknown. The first ALS drug to be intro-

duced back in 1995 is called Riluzole, which tends to 

have the same effects as this new drug, according to 

the FDA. However, this new drug showed even better 

results than the 

first. 

The crea-

tor of this miracu-

lous drug is MT 

Pharma, who also 

specifically men-

tioned in his stud-

ies that his new drug meant a 33% decrease in the 

speed of physical deterioration a person with ALS has 

to endure.  

As of right now the company overtaking Phar-

ma’s creation is set to release this new drug in August 

2017. The listing price will be $1000 per infusion, 

amounting to $150,000 a year. But no worries for 

those that are uninsured or unable to afford the medi-

cation - MT Pharma says it will offer co-pay assis-

tance to those that can meet certain requirements. 

Brianna Luise 
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Netflix’s new series 13 Reasons Why, based 

on Jay Asher’s novel, is sparking up a lot of 

talk.  Some say the show “glamorizes” suicide while  

others say it promotes awareness of mental health   

issues and how words can change someone’s life.  13 

Reasons Why was rated mature and has some intense 

content not just for viewers, but for the actors as well. 

 The show had some pretty heavy scenes for 

the actors to portray, and in order to keep the actors 

from getting depressed, the producers had puppies 

brought onto the set of 13 Reasons Why to get the  

actors through some of the tougher scenes.  “There 

was a puppy per hour,” Dylan Minnette (Clay Jensen) 

said. Every hour, puppies were rotated onto the set to 

cheer up the actors as they got through their scenes. 

According to Minnette, the puppies were very helpful. 

There were still other ways some of the  actors coped 

with this rough material. 

 Katherine Langford (Hannah Baker) had to 

portray many of the harder scenes of the show, in-

cluding suicide,    depression, and sexual assault, and 

many viewers     wondered how she was able to tackle 

some of those topics while staying positive and hap-

py. Unlike her co-star, Minnette, who was able to visit 

his family in Los Angeles because the show was 

filmed in Northern California, Langford was not able 

to return to her home in Australia until after the show 

was finished filming. In order to stay happy during 

the devastating scenes of the show, Langford said that 

she played piano.  “The first thing that I put in my 

apartment was a piano.  I bought one for $50 and it 

was a lifesaver because I just went home and played 

and played.”  She also said that on the set of 13 Rea-

sons Why there were “green rooms, which were hous-

es and those houses, would have pianos and so I 

would play in between takes.”  Langford had taught 

herself to play piano at the age of 16 after a   Lady 

Gaga concert, which came in handy many years later 

during the filming of the show.   

 Overall, it would seem that the actors were 

able to pursue their roles without falling into a hole of 

depression.  Whether it’s puppies, piano, or whatever 

else the actors used, they were able to keep their men-

tal health at a good note. 

Puppies on Set 

 Rumors are like wildfires; once one is started 

it’s hard to put out.  Recently a rumor has been spread 

around about Canadian Singer Avril Lavigne, or a 

possible “fake” Avril Lavigne.  Rumor has it that she 

passed away in 2003 and before she “died,” hired a 

double of herself for the sake of privacy.   

 The rumor that Avril Lavigne died and was 

replaced with an impostor started around 2005 and 

resurfaced on the internet May 13th, 2017. The theory 

is that Lavigne was replaced by an actress by the 

name of Melissa   Vandella, who bears a striking re-

semblance to Lavigne. Over the years since this ru-

mor has taken form, fans have been analyzing Lavi-

gne’s music, style, etc. to see if the rumor was 

true.  The first piece of “evidence” produced is that 

her music has drastically changed.  However, critics 

point out that it could just be that Lavigne’s music 

changed along with her getting older. Another piece 

of evidence that has recently surfaced is that Lavigne 

Olivia Hunt Continued on page 5... 



could not take the pressure of the paparazzi, so her 

management team hired an actress (Melissa     Van-

della) to take the attention off the real singer.  Fans 

have also mentioned that her face has changed.  The 

photos from years previous to 2003 and photos after 

2003 do look slightly different, but makeup can really 

change one’s appearance drastically.  They’ve also 

claimed that her jaw line looks different than it did 

before, seeming to forget that a person’s appearance 

changes quite a bit as they age.  There is also some-

thing called Photoshop. Photographers use this pro-

gram to edit and enhance photos, which could have 

been used on the later photos of Avril since this pro-

gram was more developed. 

Fans have started dissecting Lavigne’s lyrics since the 

rumor began, and some have said that some of her 

songs like “Nobody’s Home” or “My Happy Ending” 

were like she was saying goodbye to her fans.  Some 

fans have claimed that her dressing style has changed 

too.  “Avril always wore pants on red carpets. The  

dresses start late 2003,” a fan said.   

The truth is that it is highly unlikely that this 

rumor is true, but people will believe what they want 

to. There have been live performances on popular 

shows such as the Voice done by Lavigne since her         

supposed death. There would be major lawsuits if 

they had let an impostor perform. Lastly, if Avril 

were gone, how would the impostor sound and look 

exactly like her?  Despite evidence to the contrary, 

some people still choose to believe Lavigne is dead. 

 The Metropolitan Museum of Art Costume 

Institute benefit, also known as the Met Gala, is con-

sidered one of the biggest nights for fashion. The 

black tie event is held on the first Monday in May 

every year, in order to raise money for the Costume 

Institute, in addition to acting as a launch party for the 

institute’s spring exhibition.  This year the event was 

held on May 1st, at the New York’s Metropolitan Mu-

seum of Art, which opened its doors to many A-list 

celebrities. Tickets were invitation only and cost 

around $30,000. Although not all guests paid for a 

ticket, those who didn’t pay were those who were in-

vited by certain brands to sit at their table, and up-and

-coming designers who couldn't afford a ticket were 

scattered around at different tables. Every year the 

event also has a theme, 

this one being designer 

Rei Kawakubo/Comme 

des Garçons. 

 For this year’s 

red carpet, there were 

multiple looks that 

caught the media’s eye.. 

The best dressed looks 

included Zendaya with 

an interesting Dolce & 

Gabbana alta moda 

dress covered in par-

rots; Selena Gomez in a 

sweet, floor length, cus-

tom-made Coach dress; Kim 

Kardashian West, who went sim-

ple in a white, floor length, off 

the shoulder gown by Vivienne 

Westwood; Blake Lively in a 

gold and blue feathered Versace 

gown; and Rhianna, who perfect-

ly matched the theme of the 

event in a Comme des Garçons. 

People who took a riskier route 

with their outfits ended up on the 

worst dressed looks, including 

Bella Hadid in a sheer Alexander 

Wang jumpsuit; Amy Schumer in a shiny gown by 

Zac Posen, described by many as looking like a 

“Darth Vader costume”; and Hailee Steinfeld in an 

odd Vera Wang outfit. 

 As for what happens on the inside of the 

event, that is kept a secret. They have even banned the 

guests from posting on social media from inside. 

What the public does know is once guests get inside, 

there is a receiving line where the hosts and the guests 

have to pass by and air kiss each other. On the way to 

the cocktail party, guests can take a tour of the exhibi-

tion to see the culture. Then, after the cocktail party, 

the guests are called into dinner, where there is enter-

tainment for them to enjoy. The rest is left to the 

minds of the public to imagine what goes on at the 

grand event. 

Julia Rodda 

Fashion’s Biggest Night  
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SCOOP UP SOME OF THESE 

GOOD SUMMER READS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl in Pieces, by Kathleen Glasgow -- As she struggles to recover and survive, sev-

enteen-year-old homeless Charlotte "Charlie" Davis cuts herself to dull the pain of 

abandonment and abuse. 

Front Lines, by Michael Grant -- 1942, World War II. The most terrible war in human history. Millions are 

dead; millions more are still to die. The Nazis rampage across Europe and eye far-off America. The green, 

untested American army is going up against the greatest fighting force ever assembled -- the armed forces of 

Nazi Germany. But something has changed. A court decision makes females subject to the draft and eligible 

for service. So in this World War II, women and girls fight too. As the fate of the world hangs in the balance, 

three girls sign up to fight. 

When We Collided, by Emery Lord -- Can seventeen-year-old Jonah save his family 

restaurant from ruin, his mother from her sadness, and his danger-seeking girlfriend 

Vivi from herself? 

The Last True Love Story, by Brendan Kiely -- Hendrix and Corrina bust Hendrix's 

grandfather out of assisted living, and leave LA for New York in pursuit of freedom, 

truth and love.   

Kill the Boy Band, by Goldy Moldavsky -- Four fan-girls of The Ruperts sneak away 

to a hotel in Manhattan to see their favorite boy band, but when one of them literally 

drags Rupert Pierpont to their room and they tie him up, things get complicated -- and 

when Rupert is killed, things go from bad to worse. 

Continued on page 7... 



Exit, Pursued by a Bear, by E. K. Johnston -- At cheerleading camp, Hermione is drugged and raped, but she 

is not sure whether it was one of her teammates or a boy on another team -- and in the aftermath she has to 

deal with the rumors in her small Ontario town, the often awkward reaction of her classmates, the rejection of 

her boyfriend, the discovery that her best friend, Polly, is gay, and above all the need to remember what hap-

pened so that the guilty boy can be brought to justice. 

Every Falling Star:  The True Story of How I Survived and Escaped North Korea, by 

Sungiu Lee -- The memoir of a boy named Sungju who grew up in North Korea and, at 

the age of twelve, was forced to live on the streets and fend for himself after his parents 

disappeared. Finally, after years of being homeless and living with a gang, Sungju is re-

united with his maternal grandparents and, eventually, his father. 

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry, by Neil deGrasse Tyson -- What is the nature of space 

and time? How do we fit within the universe? How does the universe fit within us? There's 

no better guide through these mind-expanding questions than astrophysicist and author 

Neil deGrasse Tyson. But today, few of us have time to contemplate the cosmos. So Tyson 

brings the universe down to Earth succinctly and clearly, with sparkling wit, in tasty chap-

ters consumable anytime and anywhere in your busy day. 

Meet Me Here, by Bryan Bliss -- Thomas is supposed to leave for the Army in the morning. His father was 

Army. His brother, Jake, is Army—is a hero, even, with the medals to prove it. Everyone expects Thomas to 

follow in that fine tradition. But Jake came back from overseas a completely different person, and that has 

shaken Thomas's certainty about his own future. And so when his long-estranged friend Mallory suggests 

one last night of adventure, Thomas takes her up on the distraction. Over the course of this single night, 

Thomas will lose, find, resolve, doubt, drive, explore, and leap off a bridge. He'll also face the truth of his 

brother's post-traumatic stress disorder and of his own courage. In Bryan Bliss's deft hands, graduation night 

becomes a night to find yourself, to find each other, to find a path, and to know that you always have a 

place—and people—to come back to. 

A Study in Charlotte, by Brittany Cavallaro -- The first book in a witty, suspenseful new trilogy about a bril-

liant new crime-solving duo: the teen descendants of Sherlock Holmes and John Watson. This clever page-

turner will appeal to fans of Maureen Johnson and Ally Carter. Jamie Watson has always been intrigued by 

Charlotte Holmes; after all, their great-great-great-grandfathers are one of the most infamous pairs in history. 

But the Holmes family has always been odd, and Charlotte is no exception. She's inherited Sherlock's volatili-

ty and some of his vices—and when Jamie and Charlotte end up at the same Connecticut boarding school, 

Charlotte makes it clear she's not looking for friends. 

But when a student they both have a history with dies under suspicious circumstances, ripped straight from 

the most terrifying of the Sherlock Holmes stories, Jamie can no longer afford to keep his distance. Danger is 

mounting and nowhere is safe—and the only people they can trust are each other. 

All book descriptions supplied by Follett Titlewave. 
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Background: 

 North Korea is a rogue nation which has had sparring ten-

sions with its counterpart on the Korean peninsula, South Korea, 

since the 1950s. South Korea is one of the U.S.’s most imperative 

allies in the region, as it employs democracy and republicanism in 

its government, allowing for its citizens to partake in many common 

freedoms. The North’s promotion of radical    militaristic views ex-

acerbated by a one-party state 

that persecutes those who disa-

gree with the regime has an-

gered human-rights activists 

worldwide. Furthermore, under 

the totalitarian dictatorship of Kim Jong-un, the Democratic People’s Re-

public of Korea has taken fundamental steps towards militarizing and ob-

taining nuclear weapons capable of reaching the United States. And, as 

American President     Donald Trump puts Kim Jong-un on notice that the 

United States will not tolerate this aggression, tensions between the free 

world and the dark world of extreme totalitarianism have been running 

quite high, causing some Americans to worry about war. Miller Place is a 

relatively small community in our vast nation. This article details what 

everyday students had to say about a threatening menace to America over 

eight thousand miles away. 

Survey Results: 

40 MPHS students were surveyed, with 26 being in Grade 9, eight being in Grade 10, three being in 

Grade 11, and three being in Grade 12. Here is the data: 

 

North Korean Hostility: Feelings at MPHS 

Kim Jong-un, 

the Supreme 

Commander of 

the Korean 

People’s Army, 

or president of 

North Korea. 

A military parade for the display of North 

Korea’s mounting military power in the 

nation’s capital, Pyong-yang. 

Continued on page 9... 



Analysis: 

 Almost one-third of the students surveyed 

didn’t know about the current situation with North 

Korea. Some, such as junior Amanda Ulick, said that 

they don’t follow the news on television and “have no 

idea what’s going on”. However, 58% of students 

surveyed were at least somewhat concerned about the 

actions of this rogue state. Vigorously provocative 

words and actions by Kim Jong-un are affecting 

America’s youth in a way that the Cold War affected 

a similar demographic 50 years ago. Sparring words 

by a few high-ranking individuals can obviously have 

a lasting impact on innocent civilians who number in 

the millions. 

 Jamison Scarlatos, a sophomore, said that he 

was very concerned because he felt that “there are 

nations that abuse their technology to a point where it 

ends up being their top priority besides their people.” 

Another  sophomore, Emma Walsh, said that she was 

very concerned, because “North Korea’s very scary.” 

Other students were worried about the potential im-

pact of war with North Korea on the United States 

itself. Julianne Cerato, a freshman, said that “I don’t 

want the US to be dragged into war.” However, there 

were also some who felt that the United States can 

maintain peace despite a budding conflict with North 

Ko-

rea. Anthony  Rastelli, a sophomore, said that he was 

somewhat concerned, but also believed that 

“[President] Donald Trump has it all under control.” 

Colin Brennan, a freshman, was not at all concerned. 

He stated, “I am not concerned because they have not 

proven they have nuclear weapons. What is a small, 

puny country like North Korea going to do to the 

United States?” Another freshman, Tom McBrien, 

said that he was not at all concerned either, but spe-

cifically only in terms of war on our homeland. He 

noted that “the biggest threat against the U.S. is the 

bombing of U.S. military personnel on the DMZ 

(Korean Demilitarized Zone) and in South Korea.” 

Our world has recently become one of persistent 

clashing and violence. Each day, somewhere on this 

globe, people are slaughtered for religious beliefs and 

political views. This specific type of persecution 

(death) is eradicated from America. However, as we 

take a brief look overseas, this savagery is staring us 

square in the eyes. Brash thinking by a cruel dictator 

could pop the bubble of tranquility shrouding the 

United States.    Conflict will always lead to conflict, 

but diplomacy may be just the dosage of medication 

the relationship between the United States and Amer-

ica needs. 

 

Estimates of locations that could potentially be impact-

ed by a North Korean missile launch. American inter-

ests in the line of fire include western Alaska, Guam, 

and other American territory islands in the Pacific 

Ocean. (Not Hawaii) 

North Korean Hostility: Feelings at MPHS continued from page 8... 



 As I look back on this past year, I realize that I made 

many mistakes while applying to college. It’s overwhelming; 

all of a sudden you’re expected to know what you want to do 

and where you want to go and there are so many schools. As 

the oldest of three, this was a completely new experience for 

both me and my parents. Despite our research and intense blog 

reading, we were still unprepared when the time to apply final-

ly came. And trust me, it was very stressful. I did manage to 

pull it off - I will be attending Stony Brook University in the 

fall - but I do wish I could do it over if only to do it better. 

Here’s a few things I learned: 

1. Start looking early. 
  Do extensive research on potential schools 

early on; it’s never too soon. Act as though you’re actually 

applying there - go through the application process, look at 

how much it costs. It’s very expensive to apply to college, 

between the cost of sending test scores and the price of 

sending the applications themselves. Know your deadlines, 

and know whether it’s better to apply early action or regu-

lar decision. DO NOT apply early decision - this is BIND-

ING - if you get in, you are required to attend. 

2. Be aware of cost. 
  As mentioned above, applying to college 

quickly becomes very expensive. It typically costs $25-

$90 per application, in addition to the cost of sending test 

scores. For the SAT and ACT, if you know where you are 

applying, you can select up to four schools to receive your 

scores free of charge. However, if you plan on taking the 

test multiple times, it may be better to wait and send the 

highest ones. Just keep in mind that this costs money: the 

ACT costs $12 per test score per report and the SAT costs 

$12 per report (so that price includes up to all of your test 

scores through the College Board). Even if you have a free 

application, you still have to pay for test scores. 

3. Start applications junior year. 
  Write your college essay as a junior. Work out 

all the kinks. Also, figure out three people to write your 

letters of recommendation - ask them before the end of 

your junior year, and remind them at the start of your sen-

ior year. Request them on Naviance if they say yes. Know 

when Common App releases the application and start it 

that day. When senior year starts, you will be over-

whelmed, and the sooner you apply the better. Another tip 

- do your summer homework in July. This way, you don’t 

have to worry about it when you’re filling out your college 

applications. Most schools require supplemental essays, so 

this might take some time. 

4. Choose wisely. 
  Even if you don’t think, in a million years, 

that you will ever attend a public college - apply anyway. 

In the end, it’s all going to come down to money, and at 

least you’ll have a cheaper option. I have friends who had 

to apply for schools with rolling admissions in March be-

cause they didn’t get enough financial aid from the ones 

they applied to. Look at the cost of the school, make an 

educated guess at how much financial or merit aid you will 

get, and figure out what you can bring to the table. Don’t 

count on getting both financial and merit aid - in most cas-

es, it’s either or (as I’ve learned from personal experi-

ence). Don’t forget that these are businesses, and they 

want to make as much money as possible. 

5. Be realistic. 
  Know the strength of your application. Apply 

to schools within your reach. Naviance is very helpful with 

this - if you search the school, you can see the students 

from Miller Place that applied and see if they got in (based 

solely on grades). Beyond your target school, you should 

definitely have at least one reach school. Don’t hold back 

from applying to your dream college. However on the 

same note, you should also have at least one safety school. 

Apply to an institution that you know you will get into. 

Don’t overload yourself. If you dislike a school then don’t 

apply. Quality is better than quantity. 

6. Demonstrate interest. 
  Sometimes it can simply come down to how 

much interest you’ve shown in the school. They want to 

think that if they accept you, there’s a good chance you’ll 

attend. Sign up for the emails, follow them on social me-

dia, write your name down at college fairs. If you can, it’s 

always good to visit. This might be difficult, but it’s worth 

it. Sometimes you’ll find you liked a school much better 

online than in person. Don’t forget that you’re shopping. 

You need to be happy there for the next four years. For the 

sake of time, stress and money, try spacing visits out over 

the years. If you do make an appearance, make sure the 

school knows you were there. During the application pro-

cess, interviews are usually optional, but again, these 

demonstrate interest and add another dimension to your 

application. If you’re truly interested in a school, try and 

arrange an interview—most have regional representatives 

that can meet with you to save the trip. 

7. Be respectful. 
  I’m sure this doesn’t need saying, but be re-

spectful of the people who are helping you out. This goes 

hand in hand with knowing your deadlines, but if you need 

outside material from anyone, make sure you give them at 

least a month, if not more. Teachers are overwhelmed with 

the sheer quantity of recommendation letters they’re asked 

to write, and it’s unreasonable to ambush them the day 

before the deadline. Also, thank-yous are important. Make 

sure you give anyone who helped you a thank you card 

and a gift. 

 These are just a few of the things I learned mid-  

       application. Hopefully you find them useful. I wish you   

       the best of luck. 

Advice About College (From a Graduating Senior) 

Brianne Ledda 



Skyler Goldberg 

Justice Neil Gorsuch was sworn in to the     

Supreme Court on April 10th, first by Justice John     

Roberts in private and then publicly by Justice        

Anthony Kennedy after a contentious battle in the 

Senate. And while the Senate’s behavior leading up to 

the induction has made headlines, little attention has 

been paid to his equally controvertible jurisprudence: 

originalism. 

 He—like Justices Antonin Scalia, Clarence 

Thomas and Samuel Alito—believes the Constitution 

should be interpreted as the average citizen would 

have interpreted it at the time of its ratification. This 

approach is in contrast to the other mainstream      

conservative legal philosophy Burkeanism, which is 

concerned with upholding precedent.        Proponents 

of judicial minimalism include Justices John Roberts 

and Anthony Kennedy. 

For example, in District of Columbia v. Hel-

ler, Scalia held that the right to bear arms applies to      

civilians. He based his argument on the fact that many 

state constitutions codified versions of the second 

amendment around the same time the Constitution 

was ratified that did not mention the militia,           

suggesting this was the average citizen’s interpreta-

tion of the US Constitution’s second amendment. His    

decision overturned decades of precedent. 

 Originalism and Burkeanism were   created to 

constrain judges usurping the role of     Congress in 

“making the law” after a series of cases between 1954 

and 1976 seen by some as ungrounded in the Consti-

tution, most notably Miranda v. Arizona, which 

broadened the scope of the fifth amendment to in-

clude pretrial investigations and to require a waiver to 

validate confessions. 

Some find this objectionable because our 

courts are supposed to be uninfluenced by the people, 

and laws should be enacted by representatives of the 

people in a democracy. However, opponents of these 

theories say they simply “anchor America in history’s 

nightmares,” as Brett Parker, a reporter for the     

Stanford Political Journal, put it.  

It is not always clear though what the original 

meaning is.  Scalia acknowledged this but countered 

that historical argumentation is better than what he 

sees as the alternative option, philosophical             

argumentation, because lawyers are better equipped 

to be historians. Tellingly, strict originalists, like he 

and Thomas, have written opposing decisions. More-

over, many liberals have adopted originalism, albeit     

pointing the history in liberal directions. 

For instance, liberal Akhil Reed Amar, a not-

ed professor of constitutional law at Yale Law 

School, contests Scalia’s above-mentioned reading of 

the   second amendment’s history, arguing that the 

phrase  “bear arms” had military connotations when 

the amendment was adopted. 

He adduces an earlier draft of the amendment, 

which, according to him, makes this clear: “No one 

religiously scrupulous of bearing arms, shall be    

compelled to render military service in person.” 

This originalism contrasts with the more   

common liberal jurisprudence: living constitutional-

ism, which is the idea that the  Constitution “has 

broad themes that were meant to grow with an evolv-

ing society,” as expressed by Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg, one of the four proponents on the Supreme 

Court. The others are   Justices Stephen Breyer, Sonia 

Sotomayor and Elena Kagan. 

To illustrate, while some originalists believe 

women are not protected by the Constitution’s Equal 

Protection Clause since the drafters did not intend for 

them to be, a living constitutionalist would argue that 

the clause presents the value of equality, which has 

3 Ways  to Interpret the Constitution 
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grown to include women. 

This theory has been criticized by original-

ists as an agency for undemocratically advancing 

liberal politics, similar to Miranda v. Arizona. Gor-

such, for example, has said, “American liberals 

have been  addicted to the courtroom, relying on 

judges and lawyers rather than elected leaders and 

the ballot box.” Conversely, proponents of living 

constitutionalism contend that if our interpretation 

of the Constitution remains stagnant, it will become 

obsolete. 

Thus far, Gorsuch has continually ha-

rangued lawyers on the importance of taking the 

text at face value. His originalism will likely influ-

ence our judicial system for the next century, espe-

cially being that he is only 40. As of right now, he 

is expected to vote in favor of the Church on one of 

the biggest cases of the decade, Trinity Lutheran 

Church of Columbia, Inc. v. Comer.  

The Church sued Carol Comer, the director 

of Missouri’s natural resources department, therein 

for religious discrimination after she denied their 

preschool a grant to use recycled tires as safer play-

ground surfaces. Contrariwise, Missouri maintains 

that religious institutions may not benefit from tax-

funded programs because of separation of church 

and state.  

During oral arguments, living constitution-

alists Breyer and Kagan seemed to side with the 

Church as well while Ginsburg and Sotomayor sid-

ed with the state.  The other justices’ views howev-

er were not made clear during oral arguments. 

Church was denied Missouri state funding 

for schools to use recycled tires to produce safer     

playground surfaces on the grounds that they are a 

religious institution. The Church sued for religious  

discrimination, a violation of the Free Exercise 

Clause. Gorsuch is expected to vote in favor of the 

Church, along with every justice but Ginsburg and 

Sotomayor.  

 Mrs. Laurie has been a staple of the Miller 

Place staff for 32 dedicated years. A Miller Place 

graduate, she was a member of the first graduating 

class from the high school in 1975, where her love of 

school and her own teachers led her to make the deci-

sion to become a teacher herself. As a language teach-

er, it should be no surprise that Mrs. Laurie intends to 

spend much of her retirement traveling; she already 

has a two week trip to France planned for the upcom-

ing summer.  

 Besides teaching Spanish and French in both 

the middle school and the high school, Mrs. Laurie 

was also a class advisor for four years (for the gradu-

ating class of 1997), and has been the yearbook advi-

sor at North Country Road Middle School for the past 

two years. Her favorite part of her job is knowing that 

she made a difference in someone’s life, and when 

asked about her fondest memories of working at Mil-

ler Place, she mentioned that she made a lot of friend-

ships, some very close, along the way, and that she 

loves running into former students.  She offered some 

parting advice to these 

same students, saying 

“Follow your heart, try 

your best, and be kind.”  

Brianne Ledda 

32 Years of Dedication 

“When we love, we al-

ways strive to become 

better than we are. 

When we strive to be-

come better than we 

are, everything around 

us becomes better too.” 

- Paulo Coelho 
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 Driving past a wooded section of land in the even-

ing and silhouettes of four-legged animals are visible. As 

the car gets closer, the passengers will watch the heads of 

these mammals turn attention     towards the vehicle and 

watch it drive away into the horizon. The sight of deer in 

the   Miller Place community has become quite common in 

the past few years, as the deer    population    increases. 

Usually they will be seen walking along the side of the 

road or in the woods, but sometimes their presence can 

create treacherous circumstances. The first injurious entity 

that they pose is a traffic hazard. If they suddenly run into 

the middle of the road, they might run into oncoming traf-

fic which can be deadly for 

both the deer itself and the 

driver of the      vehicle. Ve-

hicle damage sustained can 

be quite high, as deer are 

large    animals. According to 

the Insurance Institute for 

Highway Safety, the     aver-

age damage cost to a driver in 

a deer-collision is $3,103. 

And, in New York state, ac-

cording to ABC News, there 

is a 1 in 145 chance of a 

driver being in a collision 

with a deer. 

 In addition to the direct im-

pact of the deer, they can have an 

indirect impact as well. The parasite

-host relationship between a deer 

and a tiny arachnid called a tick can 

be quite damaging to humans. As 

the deer move through their wooded 

habitats, ticks latch onto them from 

the ground, as they cannot fly. They 

then burrow their way into the deer 

and suck nutrients from the deer’s 

blood in order to survive. Once they 

have had their fill, they fall off onto 

the ground. Normally, this wouldn’t 

be an issue because, remember, a 

deer’s habitat is in the woods. How-

ever, as humans have moved their 

way deeper into the land, they are infringing right upon the 

homes of the deer. Then, it is inevitable that the two spe-

cies will have frequent contact. As deer find their way into 

the yards of one of our homes they bring along with them 

none other than the blood-sucking ticks. As the ticks fall to 

the ground, they seem harmless. But, if us humans decide 

to venture out into our 

yards, as we typically do, 

we must go prepared, as the 

ticks can latch onto us in an 

instant and cause devastat-

ing effects in the long term. 

Exposed skin along your 

legs and arms are prime 

locations for ticks to attach. 

If their presence remains 

unnoticed, this could           

metamorphose into a much 

more serious situation. 

Many ticks found on Long 

Island are carriers of Lyme 

disease, which is a crip-

pling illness, that can cause  paralysis in the face, severe 

headaches, arthritis, and loss of feeling in the lower ex-

tremities. Doctors recommend examining oneself for the 

presence of ticks immediately after being in an area where 

deer have previously been seen. If it is removed and treat-

ed early with an antibiotic, the disease’s damaging effects 

will not have sufficient time to fester, and will never take 

root. For someone removing one 

themselves, physicians recommend 

that they remove the entire tick 

using tweezers. Then, the tick 

should be placed in a zipped plastic 

bag and taken to a doctor in order 

for them to send it to a laboratory 

for a biopsy, to         determine 

whether or not the tick is a carrier 

of Lyme     disease. The precau-

tionary antibiotic will likely be pre-

scribed by the physician in order to 

prevent any symptoms from devel-

oping. 

 The U.S. congressman for Miller Place and the 

majority of Suffolk County is Lee Zeldin (R - Shirley). 

Rep. Zeldin, a victim of Lyme disease himself, cospon-

sored two pieces of tick-related legislation into the House 

of Representatives in October 2015.   According to The 

Suffolk Times, Zeldin called the bills “key for the health of 

residents of Long Island”. Senator Richard Blumenthal (D 

– Connecticut) also introduced legislation regarding the 

tick crisis. Senator Blumenthal’s legislation reads, 

“Although Lyme disease can be treated with antibiotics if 

caught early, the disease often goes undetected    because it 

mimics other illnesses and may be misdiagnosed.” Also, 

Blumenthal calls for the development of more efficient 

The classic bull’s-eye 

mark that can appear 

from a tick infection. 

Long Island’s Deer & Lyme Disease Epidemic 

John Mari 

The white-tailed deer, female 

then male, which is the species 

of deer found on Long Island. 

Damage to the right fender of 

this sedan right after it was in 

a deer-related collision. 

A magnified image of a 

tick, which latches onto 

many deer on Long Island 

and transmits Lyme 

disease.  
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ways to test for Lyme disease and a method to monitor 

the tick population throughout the United States. 

 According to a Newsday feature article entitled 

“Long Island is Really Ticked Off” published on May 28th, 

2017, New York state has the highest number of citizens 

in the nation with Lyme disease. As per the Center for 

Disease Control and Prevention, over 95,000 people in 

New York have been diagnosed with the disease since 

1986. The article adds that over 300,000 people are diag-

nosed with the disease nationally per year, and that value 

is concentrated chiefly in the northeastern United States. 

The graph below highlights how prevalent the disease has 

been in New York compared to a Southern state with far 

less Lyme transmissions,   Florida, over the past decade: 

 As Long Island, Suffolk County in particular, is 

infested by potentially toxic ticks, the growth of the deer 

population is exacerbating the situation. Some health 

groups have called for the moderation of the deer popula-

tion using increased legal hunting. The Town of North 

Hempstead in Nassau County has recently employed the 

use of a species of bird called quail as a natural predator of 

the ticks. According to the Newsday feature article men-

tioned earlier, North Hempstead Town Supervisor Judi 

Bosworth (D), states that the release of the quails will be 

positive for the community since “The answer to every-

thing isn’t just spraying toxic chemicals.” Other citizens, 

mainly in Suffolk County, have employed the spraying of  

organic cedar oil insecticide once per month on their indi-

vidual properties. The concentrate applied for the spraying 

is 100% all-natural and is not harmful to   humans or other 

wildlife roaming around. It is mixed with water in order to 

form a solution that can prove effective in exterminating 

the ticks from a property. This method seems much more 

animal-friendly, but has a larger monetary impact on the 

individual    homeowner.      Depending on the size of 

one’s property and frequency of  application (once per 

month is recommended), this spray can cost over $100 

each time it is    applied. 

As humans keep on attempting to   remedy the 

tick swarm on Long Island, nobody has truly been able to 

develop a precise method of testing for the disease, or a 

cure for its long-lasting effects. As our biotechnological 

projects maintain development, time will tell how well 

humans can adapt to this change in our environment. 

The map above shows where the highest vs. lowest risks for 
Lyme disease transmissions are in the nation. New  

York is considered high risk. 

 Thanks to an update on Instagram that allows us-

ers to turn off commenting on their posts, Miller Place has 

finally approved an Instagram for the K.R.O.B. 

Administration had previously denied requests for 

the newspaper to expand onto social media, for fear of it 

becoming a platform for potential cyber-bullying. Howev-

er, the account has been met with an enthusiastic response 

from both staff and students, who frequently send pictures 

and stories to be considered as posts. The account was es-

tablished on March 30th as @krobnews - as of June 13th, 

the account has 282 followers and 92 posts. 

Posts so far have consisted of the accomplishments 

of various groups and clubs, as well as sport games, con-

certs, and other school and community 

events. The newspaper is hoping to ex-

pand its reporting further into the com-

munity in the future, and report on local 

events and support local businesses. Story contributions 

are welcome from all, although not all stories will neces-

sarily be posted (to contribute, DM a picture and infor-

mation to the account bolded above on Instagram). 

The newspaper would like to extend a special 

thanks to high school principal Mr. Slavin, who presented 

the idea to the board, and to Director of Technology Bar-

bara Weir and Lead Technician Ed Salgado, who helped 

establish the account. 

Brianne Ledda K.R.O.B.—stagram 
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Where to Next? 

*Information based on senior college bulletin posted in main hallway with some information supplemented by individual seniors 

who had not participated  in the board. Not every senior is on the map due to lack of information.  

** Though Long Island was not included as a category, enough seniors are attending school on the island that it merits its own 

dot on the map. 

AZ: 2 NV: 1  Foreign Countries: 

CT: 6 NY: 90   UK: 1 

FL: 2  PA: 8    CA: 1 

IL: 1  RI: 5 

MA: 2 SC: 1  United States Service: 

MI: 1  VA: 3   Army: 1 

NJ: 1     Navy: 1 



 What is it like to be a transgender student in 

2017 amidst controversy regarding bathroom laws, 

hate crimes, equality movements and administration 

changes? Well why not ask someone themselves? IN 

the past few months the United States of America has 

been split in two on many different topics, many re-

garding those of different ethnicities, classes, genders 

etc. In many political debates, one idea usually con-

nects to the other, such as when the worded 

“bathroom” is mentioned the phrase that usually fol-

lows is “transgender”. That word, so often tip-toed 

around, has earned a rising acceptance in recent years. 

However, many are still quick to discuss issues regard-

ing transgender students without actually speaking to 

any. The topic has become very touchy and almost ta-

boo,  but is important to remember that these students 

are people just like everyone else, and the challenges 

they face are just as real. The following is an interview 

with a transgender student under the name George, in 

order to give him a voice, and put a real person behind 

the word “transgender”.  

 When discussing such a controversial topic, 

often it is best to go straight to the source especially 

when it concerns a certain group of people with a sen-

sitive issue. The most raw and honest information will 

most likely reveal itself in those people themselves - in 

this case, an actual transgender student. When ap-

proached about doing an interview, this individual was 

nothing short of ecstatic. The chance to be honestly 

represented and provided a voice excited him, as it is 

not an opportunity that often surfaces. An obvious 

question was about how “coming out” has affected 

their life, however the response was not fully positive 

or negative.  

 “Simultaneously more and less stressful,” was 

the immediate thought. The student went on to describe 

why. “Less stressful because I don’t have to go in the 

girls locker-

room which 

was an unnec-

essary stress-

or. Now it’s 

more stressful 

because I 

don’t know who ‘knows’ and who doesn’t.” When re-

garding who ‘knows’ about this student’s gender iden-

tity, it can be a stressful and often conflicting situation. 

This source’s teachers all know to use the correct pro-

nouns (he/him), however some of the students don’t. 

So when a teacher does call on him in class, although it 

is his preferred pronoun, it sends a wave of panic be-

cause, as he stated, “...when a teacher uses the correct 

pronoun in class people will whisper about me in the 

back of the room.” For any person, it never is a posi-

tive feeling to have people whisper behind their back. 

Whenever this situation occurs, the source described 

how this makes him feel: “Stressed, anxious, whenever 

a teacher says something I [think] ‘Oh god what if 

they’re saying bad things about me? What if they’re 

spreading rumors?’ It’s the fear of not knowing.” 

These feelings, especially “stressed” and “anxious”, 

seem to be reoccurring concerning this person’s stu-

dent life. 

 Feeling stressed, anxious, and even a mild 

sense of paranoia isn’t completely unwarranted for this 

student. When asked if they face any discrimination in 

their everyday life, its seemed those judgments were 

more indirect when in school. “I feel like there are 

judgments, sometimes, even though they are probably 

mostly silent. I’ve heard people say things when I was 

right behind them, but mostly it was random looks, 

specifically in the locker-room.” As stated before, not 

knowing what people are saying or thinking as they 

stare or whisper can be very uncomfortable and make 
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one feel as though they’re ‘under a lens’. The student 

described this sensation saying, “It sometimes makes 

me feel anxious but mostly very awkward. No one 

should have to feel out of place, especially in an envi-

ronment that’s supposed to feel safe.” George is cor-

rect, no one should have to feel very uncomfortable or 

stressed in an environment such as school, meant for 

learning. When asked why he thought people held 

these discriminations, the answer was simple. “I feel 

it’s something now emerging more and more in our 

society [that] isn’t represented enough, and what they 

know might be wrong. It’s misinformation.” 

  Not being exposed enough, or even having 

correct information when exposed to the idea of 

transgender people, often is a great cause for unin-

formed discriminations and misconceptions. Although 

there are more representatives of the transgender 

community than in the past (such as Caitlyn Jenner 

and Laverne Cox), most representation isn’t consid-

ered fair and/or accurate. According to information 

collected by GLAAD (formerly the Gay & Lesbian 

Alliance Against Defamation), “...at least 40% of the 

time transgender characters were cast in a “victim” 

role; transgender characters were cast as killers or vil-

lains in at least 21% of the storyline; 20% of 

transgender characters were cast as sex work-

ers,” (pacificcenter.org). These collected statistics 

show that transgender people when represented, are 

portrayed in a negative light, or in an incorrect way. 

George showed a similar view on the topic when he 

stated, “People  hear about it (being transgender) but 

never really learn about it.” The reason people may 

never fully learn about being transgender is due to 

these inaccurate portrayals or underrepresentation in 

media. Also, gender identity and preference are not 

things discussed in the high school required sexual 

education classes, so students have limited resources 

for information. Although, George has some even 

simpler advice: “Instead of just ignoring and discrimi-

nating, take a little time to learn who you’re discrimi-

nating against.” 

 Simple everyday activities are yet another 

stressor faced by this student in his life. When asked 

what undertakings specifically cause him this anxiety, 

his response was focused around the fear of being 

nudged for his gender identity. “Anything in public. 

Literally anything in public. Anything in which peo-

ple have the change to judge you. Y’know if you go 

up on line to like buy something it makes me anxious 

because I don't know if they’ll take me as a boy or a 

girl—or if they’ll say something about it.” It is this 

very fear that has also prohibited him from being able 

to enjoy activities such as swimming with friends, 

because an extremely restricting and difficult binder 

must be worn around his chest. “It just makes me kind  

of sad that I can’t enjoy these activities as much as 

other people,” George said after solemnly explaining 

the situation. Not being able to participate in activities 

with peers or feeling anxious in public for fear of gen-

der misconception or judgment may contribute to a 

sense of rejection. This feeling of rejection may be 

common among transgender students, and even worri-

some. According to the United States CDC (2014), 

LGBT+ youth who felt high levels of rejection were 

six times more likely to be seriously depressed, eight 

times more likely to attempt suicide, three times more 

likely to use illegal substances, and three times more 

likely to engage in risky sexual behavior compared to 

non-LGBT+ students (nobullying.com). 

 Along with the idea of anxiety from everyday 

activities, fear is also a factor in this student's life. Us-

ing public bathrooms is always a great source of con-

sternation. “I’m afraid of people realizing I’m sitting 

down to use the bathroom and either barging in or 

saying something through the door,” George ex-

plained  about using the men’s facilities. However, 

using the 

women’s 

bathroom is 

not a viable 

option ei-

ther, obvi-

ously be-

cause 
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George identifies as a boy, but also because it isn’t 

much safer. He explained a situation from before he 

was openly transgender about using the women’s 

bathroom. “...I was presenting very masculine, and 

using the women’s restroom. One time I went in, 

used the bathroom, walked out, and as I was washing 

my hands I saw people staring at me and whispering 

to each other. I walked out of the bathroom and an-

other person walked out as well and went over to who 

I presume was her boyfriend and was talking to him 

and pointing at me. I was absolutely terrified he’d 

come over and assault me for using the women’s re-

stroom.” Statistics show that George’s fear in this 

story is unfortunately all too legitimate. According to 

www.ovc.gove, one in two 

transgender people experience sex-

ual assault or abuse at some point 

in their lives, and some reports 

estimate sexual assault rates up to 

66% alone with physical assaults or 

abuse. Another report by the NCAVP 

states that 17% of all reported violent 

hate crimes against LGBTQ+ individuals 

were directed at those who identified as 

transgender. These facts sadly rationalize George’s 

fear of assault, and those of other transgender people 

as well. When asked if previous bathroom laws by 

the Obama administration provided a sense of securi-

ty and helped remove some  of that fear George re-

sponded, “It was comforting to know that the people 

in power wanted us (transgender students) to be pro-

tected and happy. There are states that discriminate 

against transgender students, and having a nationwide 

protection could really make these students’ lives bet-

ter.”  However, the lifting of that nationwide protec-

tion has angered and increased anxiety levels in 

George’s life, “The fact that [President] Trump is lift-

ing protection over transgender students absolutely 

disgusts me. Why shouldn’t we be protected against 

discrimination? We are human beings—just like eve-

ryone else.” He describes the new law change as 

making a “...previously stressful situation uselessly 

more stressful.” The reason for George’s feelings he 

said, is because, “...when someone who’s in power 

doesn’t try to protect me I feel like other people in 

the country think its OK to discriminate and that 

scares me.” It is the paradigm being set by a leader 

that makes him afraid other people will follow and 

endanger his well-being and that of other transgender 

people. 

 Despite all of his worries and fears about be-

ing judged by peers, George feels that the world has 

become a more accepting place. “In the past people 

have been put in insane asylums for being 

transgender and even though there are still horrible 

atrocities that occur today from existing as trans, the 

world is a more accepting place...the future always 

just holds more acceptance.” Alt-

hough he does still feel that being 

constantly concerned about what 

his peers think of him can take 

away from his learning environ-

ment, he is still grateful for the sup-

port he has. “The support has made me 

feel safer because I know there are people 

there that always have my back, and I really 

appreciate that, shout out to those people!” He al-

so stated that the community has done a pretty good 

job with providing help but one must “dig too hard to 

find it.” The school does have a GSA  (Gay Straight 

Alliance) club but George states that very few people 

know the club is there. When asked what the commu-

nity should do to provide better support, he replied 

“There is only one day the school sets aside for minor 

awareness, other schools such as Northport have 

more awareness days. Overall, there has been fairly 

good support, all of the faculty has been very accept-

ing, especially my teachers, that means a lot.” Hope-

fully the community can continue the good backing 

and school environments can become more and more 

positive for transgender and all LGBTQ+ students.  

 When George was given the chance to say 

one thing to represent himself and the LGBTQ+ com-

munity, his final remark was, “We’re all just regular 

human beings with relatively regular lives just like 

everyone else.” 
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Valedictorian and Salutatorian 2017 

 The Valedictorian of the class of 2017 is William Sussman. He will be attend-

ing Yale University this fall. He chose Yale for many reasons. Yale is one of the best 

colleges in the world and is known for its 

excellent academic quality.  It is renowned 

for its distinctive residential college sys-

tem. He also chose Yale because of its 

prestigious reputation and all of its resources help to open many 

doors. Yale University is a member of the Ivy League. Only 

6.9% of Yale applicants were admitted to the Class of 2021.  He 

will be surrounded by some of the best students in the world. 

William will be majoring in Electrical Engineering and he is 

also looking forward to exploring subjects out of his major. He 

will remember his teachers and classmates from high school. He 

feels the nine AP courses he took helped prepare him for his 

upcoming days at college. He wants his peers to remember him 

for all of his qualities that make him stand out, including hard-

working, intelligent, courteous, and witty. William’s teachers 

would describe him as diligent and curious. Will’s weighted 

GPA was a 101.4. He is a National Merit Scholar and an AP Scholar with Honor. He is the president of the 

FBLA club, the (first-ever) Team Captain of the Mathletes, and the president of the Miller Place Explorers, 

his 4-H chapter. His is a member of the NHS and the FLHS. He is a member of Science Club, the Vocal 

Jazz Ensemble, the School Improvement Team, and Service Club. 

Grace Patterson 

 Our Salutatorian of 2017 is David Argento. He will be 

attending Providence College because of its strong honors pro-

gram. He likes their school of business. The school is a small 

school and he likes the vibe of the campus. He will be double 

majoring in Finance and Mathematics. His most prominent 

memory of high school are the people he has met.  

 The classes that helped David feel most prepared for his 

future in college were AP World History and AP Calc. He wants 

to be remembered as being able to excel academically while still 

staying humble and well-rounded. David’s teachers describe him 

as quiet, but confident. David says that, “High school can be up 

and down, but it prepares you for college and your future.” 



 

 So far in the 2017 baseball season, the New 

York Mets are off to a rocky start. Noah Syndergaard, 

arguably one of their best pitchers, is on the disabled 

list with a lateral muscle tear, as well as one of their 

most vital outfielders (and home run hitters) Yoenis 

Céspedes, with a hamstring strain. In addition, catcher 

Travis d’Arnaud, first baseman Lucas Duda, and 

pitchers Steven Matz and Seth Lugo are also not pre-

sent due to injuries. The list of injured players in just 

a month is becoming quite long. 

Because of these injuries, the Mets have had 

to scramble to keep their pitching rotation in line, for 

instance by recalling right-hander Rafael Montero 

from Las Vegas Triple-A. However, this move proved 

treacherous, as Montero’s start on Friday, May 5th   

featured seven runs by the Miami Marlins, with five 

given up by Montero in just four innings. However, 

not all call-ups have had similar results. T.J. Rivera, 

also from Las Vegas, was recalled on April 22nd. His 

batting hot streak proved to be a significant           

component of the Mets’ offense during the same 

game. His home run during the start of the game only 

foreshadowed the fact that he led the Mets’ comeback 

from a four-run deficit in 

the 7th inning. His two-run 

double broke open the 

Mets’ bats, sending eleven 

total to bat in that inning. 

Five runs were scored, 

eventually leading to the 

Mets topping the Marlins 8

-7. 

In addition, on May 6th, Asdrúbal Cabrera, the 

Mets’ shortstop, was sidelined because of a left thumb 

injury when he dove to catch a ground ball. The Mets 

just can’t seem to catch a break and have had        

lackluster performances over the past month. Because 

their starting pitchers are often throwing between    

fifteen and twenty pitches in an inning, the bullpen is 

typically activated around the 5th or 6th inning. Then, 

the Mets typically must use at least three or four     

relievers to get through the rest of the game. This has 

proven to be a contentious move, as reliever Fernando 

Salas had a 6.43 

ERA (earned run 

average) on May 7th. 

It seems as the Mets’ 

pitchers throw hard-

er (100 mph+), the 

number of pitches 

they throw get small-

er. The last and only 

no-hitter ever thrown by a Mets pitcher was on June 

1st, 2012 by Johan Santana. A no-hitter is defined as a 

complete game in which a player yields no hits to the 

opposing team. Santana threw a total of 134 pitches 

that night, and achieved one of the greatest feats by a 

New York Met in history. No Mets pitcher since that 

day five years ago has achieved such an accomplish-

ment,   likely due to the fact that they throw too many 

pitches before the 9th inning. 

Recently, prominent hitters such as T.J. Rivera 

and Michael Conforto are providing the Mets with 

much-needed offensive action. Conforto has a .342 

batting average and seven home runs so far this      

season. As of May 7th, the Mets had five consecutive 

games containing at least 

five offensive runs scored. 

This is no thanks to veteran 

players José Reyes and 

Curtis Granderson, who 

had .198 and .139 averages, 

respectively. Last season, 

the Mets had to entirely 

rely on home runs as their 

only tool to score runs. This season, they have cap-

tured 234 hits so far, compared to 1,342 in the entire 

season for 2016. If they continue on the same track 

with roughly 234 hits per month, they will have 1,404 

hits by the end of the season. In addition, their 218 

home runs all of last season compared to 44 thus far 

this season. This would put them on track to have 

about 264 home runs this year, also a net increase. 

And, with their captain David Wright also out         

indefinitely due to injury, fresh bats with the energy 

and passion for the game are just what the Mets need. 

Injury Plagued Mets 
   John Mari 



NICK NIEMCZYK 

“The pain you feel today will be the strength 

you feel tomorrow” 

Olivia Shamberger 

Senior track runner Nicolas Niemczyk 

plans to continue his athletic career when he at-

tends Suffolk Community College.  As a high 

schooler, he broke the school’s 100 and 200 meter 

records. He began his career by running spring 

track in the 7th grade, in order to get in shape for 

football. Little did he know how much he would 

come to enjoy the more independent aspects of 

track. His athletic role models include Usain Bolt 

and other Olympic athletes, as well as the faster 

kids he ran with on the school team. As far as any 

other sports, Nick has decided that he will stick to 

running track in college. As a college student Nick 

will be majoring in liberal arts. 

Lacrosse star Shannon Delurey began her athlet-

ic career in the 5th grade, when her best friend con-

vinced her to join the youth program. She has many 

good memories of high school including the team prac-

tices and championships won. Shannon will miss all of 

her friends, both on and off the lacrosse team, as she 

will be attending La Salle University soon and majoring 

in Business/Accounting. Her reason regarding her 

choice of school includes its close location to Philadel-

phia and wonderful business programs. She is very pre-

pared for the courses she will take in college, as Shan-

non has completed every high school business course in 

order, up to College Accounting. Her athletic role mod-

els include her teammates who inspire her to be the best 

she can be. Her teammates are also a core part of why 

she loves lacrosse, and she feels her journey with them 

has made her a stronger player. As far as other sports, 

she does have a love for field hockey, but will not be 

playing in college. 

SHANNON DELUREY 

“Greatest thing about working hard toward 

your goal is even if you don’t quite achieve it  

you gain so many other positives you never 

saw coming.” 


